
 
 
March 31, 2014 
 
Tomakie Washington 
Acting Director, Information Collection Clearance Division 
Privacy, Information and Records Management Services 
Office of Management 
U.S. Department of Education 
400 Maryland Avenue SW 
Washington, DC 20202 
 
RE: Docket No.: ED-2014-ICCD-0008 

Agency Information Collection Activities; Comment Request; Charter School Authorizer 
Annual Update 
 
 

Dear Tomakie Washington: 
 
The Consortium for Citizens with Disabilities Education Task Force (CCD) is a coalition of more than 
100 organizations that advance the rights of our nation’s six million children and youth with 
disabilities eligible for services under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA). We are 
writing in regard to the proposed expansion of the annual data collection for charter school 
authorizers.  
 
CCD generally supports the expansion of data collected through the Charter School Authorizer 
Annual Update.  Given that there are approximately 900 authorizers that oversee the education of 
2.5 million students, we recognize the importance of collecting data in one central location to ensure 
information is transparent and publically accessible. Having this timely information on charter 
schools will help stakeholders make sound decisions about the charter schools that they have access 
to and ensure that these schools are a public school choice option for all students, including students 
with disabilities.   
 
CCD further believes that high-quality data – and public access to it – can lead to informed decision 
making, both at the authorizer and charter school levels. Importantly, CCD notes that this data 
collection – while described as “a national database of all charter authorizers and the schools that 
they charter” – does not appear to ask questions directly of the authorizers.  CCD urges the 
Department to collect data from charter school authorizers directly – in addition to the charter 
schools they oversee – to provide public transparency regarding their policies and procedures, 
including their profit status, and requirements for ensuring the implementation of IDEA. Given that a 
response to the current data collection is completely voluntary, CCD urges the Department to do 
everything possible to require and ensure a robust and valid response is provided by those entities 
with authority and responsibility for students at the authorizer and school building level. 
 
There continue to be three overarching and long-standing concerns that the disability community 
has related to charter schools, and our comments that follow reflect these concerns: (1) the under-



 

enrollment of students with disabilities, particularly those students with intellectual disabilities and 
low-incidence disabilities, in charter schools; (2) charter schools established to serve only students 
with a specific disability (e.g., learning disability, autism spectrum disorder); and (3) after enrollment, 
students with disabilities being counseled out of the charter school and sent back to the district 
school. 
   
CCD urges the Department to include the following information in this data collection: 
 
Recommendation:  Step 1, part 3: “School Characteristics” should include a new question asking 
“Does this school serve a student population in which 80 percent or more of the students are 
identified as eligible for IDEA services?”   
 
Rationale: The disability community is deeply concerned that charter schools established to serve 
only students with disabilities may violate the least restrictive environment provisions of the IDEA 
that require students with disabilities to be educated alongside of their nondisabled peers, to the 
maximum extent appropriate. IDEA encourages and supports that students with disabilities should 
be educated to the maximum extent feasible with their nondisabled peers, through the use of 
supplementary aids and services.  (Sec. 612(A)(5)(1)).   
 
Proposed question J currently provides an opportunity for the authorizer to indicate whether the 
charter school is established as an “alternative school.”  However, students with Individualized 
Education Programs (IEPs) are no longer included in the list of student populations who attend 
“alternative schools.” CCD disagrees with the decision to remove this requirement and therefore, 
supports an additional question that specifically addresses students who are identified as eligible for 
IDEA services added to Section 3.  This question would identify any school that primarily serves 
students receiving IDEA services, using the same 80% benchmark that defines “alternative schools.” 
This will better allow the public to understand which schools are designed and authorized primarily 
to serve students with disabilities.  
 
Recommendation:  Add two questions: 

(1) Is the charter school: (a) part of a local educational agency (LEA) or (b) a separate LEA? 
and 
(2) Does the charter school provide all special education services to its enrolled students (a) 
on its own or (b) through an agreement with its local educational agency?  

 
Rationale:  All public schools are required to abide by the requirements of the IDEA.  Authorizers 
play a key role in ensuring that charter schools understand and uphold their obligation to adhere to 
IDEA at every stage of the chartering process: initial charter authorization, on-going monitoring and 
oversight, charter renewal, and closure decisions.  Unfortunately, there is often confusion regarding 
the identification, evaluation of students and provision of special education services.  The data 
derived from these questions will help pinpoint and highlight where the responsibility lies for 
ensuring that all students with disabilities are identified, evaluated, and receive appropriate services.  
 
Recommendation:  The data collected on students with disabilities should be disaggregated and 
reported by the disability categories specified by IDEA and made available to the public.  
 
Rationale: The disability community is concerned that students with disabilities are underserved in 
charter schools, especially students with intellectual disabilities.  There is also an 
underrepresentation of students with low-incidence disabilities in charter schools.  Tracking the 
enrollment of students with disabilities by disability category in charter schools will help authorizers 
work with charter schools to adequately plan for recruitment, identification and provision of services 



 

for all students with disabilities.  We also understand that although some data has been collected in 
the past, it has not been made readily available to the public.  It is vital that the public have access to 
this data to support the implementation of policies and practices that promote high academic 
achievement for all students. 
 
We appreciate consideration of our recommendations. 
 
 
Sincerely, 

ACCSES 
Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) 
Council of Parent Attorneys and Advocates, Inc. (COPAA) 
Disability Rights Education & Defense Fund (DREDF) 
Easter Seals 
Higher Education Consortium for Special Education 
National Association of Councils on Developmental Disabilities 
National Association of State Directors of Special Education (NASDSE) 
National Center for Learning Disabilities 
Teacher Education Division of the Council for Exceptional Children 
The Advocacy Institute 
The Arc of the US 
 
 
 
The Consortium for Citizens with Disabilities is a coalition national consumer, advocacy, provider and 
professional organizations headquartered in Washington, D.C. Since 1973, the CCD has advocated on behalf of 
people of all ages with physical and mental disabilities and their families. CCD has worked to achieve federal 
legislation and regulations that assure that the 54 million children and adults with disabilities are fully 
integrated into the mainstream of society.   For additional information, please contact:  
 
Katy Beh Neas, Easter Seals    202.347.3066  kneas@easterseals.com 
Cindy Smith, National Disability Rights Network  202-408-9514 ext. 101  cindy.smith@ndrn.org 
Lindsay Jones, National Center for Learning Disabilities,  646-616-1257 ljones@ncld.org 
 
 

mailto:kneas@easterseals.com
mailto:cindy.smith@ndrn.org
mailto:ljones@ncld.org

