
 
 

March 18, 2013 

Dear Representative:  

The Council for Exceptional Children (CEC), the largest international professional organization dedicated 
to improving educational outcomes of children and youth with disabilities and/or gifts and talents, is 
writing to express our strong opposition to H.Con.Res. 25, the Fiscal Year (FY) 2014 Budget 
Resolution. and voice our continued opposition to the severe cuts imposed by sequestration.   

CEC members serve on the frontline, working in schools with children and youth with disabilities and/or 
gifts and talents as special/gifted education teachers, administrators, higher education faculty, and 
researchers. School districts across the nation depend on a healthy federal investment to implement the 
Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), which provides over 6 million children and youth 
with disabilities special education and early intervention services from birth through young adulthood.  
Additionally, IDEA provides critical resources to support the infrastructure of special education at the 
state and local levels.  

This budget would devastate funding for education by more than doubling the level of cuts required by 
the sequester. Thus, H.Con.Res. 25 will cause irreparable harm to children, students, schools, libraries and 
colleges and will undermine job creation, economic growth and global competitiveness. 

Overall, the Budget Resolution would cut nondefense discretionary (NDD) spending over ten years by 
almost $1 trillion below the levels of the caps established in the Budget Control Act (BCA) and by $554 
billion below the post-sequester caps. In FY 14 alone, it cuts NDD by $55 billion below the sequester 
level (-11.7%) and by $92 billion (-18.2%) compared to the BCA cap. It then locks in these cuts for the 
succeeding nine years.  
 
The cuts to NDD will actually be even worse, since the budget assumes the shift of over $6 billion in 
Pell grant mandatory funding to this drastically reduced NDD pool of funds.  
 
While the Budget fails to specify how these draconian cuts will be apportioned among the various budget 
functions, if the cuts were applied proportionately to each agency, then discretionary funding for 
the Department of Education would be reduced by $7.7 billion on top of the $2.5 billion in FY 13 
sequester cuts. Head Start would be cut an additional $900 million on top of its $401 million 
sequester cut.  

These sequester cuts are on top of significant harmful cuts to both K-12 and higher education enacted in 
the last Congress. The final FY 2011 Continuing Resolution (CR) cut education programs (exclusive of 
changes to Pell grants) by an aggregate $1.25 billion with more than three dozen education programs 
eliminated and another four dozen cut. The FY 2012 omnibus appropriations bill cut Education 
Department funding by another $233 million.  Since FY 2010 funding for over 50 education programs has 
been terminated.  



 
While we strongly oppose H.Con. Res. 25, we support three substitutes that repeal the sequester cuts 
moving forward and instead invest in education: 

• The Van Hollen substitute  
• The Congressional Progressive Caucus' Back to Work Budget.   
• The Congressional Black Caucus' (CBC) Pro-Growth. Pro-

People. Pro-America. Budget.  
 

We urge Congress to reject H.Con.Res 25 and instead adopt a balanced approach to deficit reduction 
which protects education and nondefense discretionary programs from further cuts.   

Sincerely, 

 

Deborah A. Ziegler 

Associate Executive Director 

 Policy and Advocacy Services 

Council for Exceptional Children 

 

 

http://cpc.grijalva.house.gov/hot-topics/progressive-caucus-leaders-release-the-back-to-work-budget-to-create-7-million-jobs/
http://thecongressionalblackcaucus.com/2013/03/13/cbc-chair-marcia-l-fudge-introduces-the-cbc-alternative-budget/
http://thecongressionalblackcaucus.com/2013/03/13/cbc-chair-marcia-l-fudge-introduces-the-cbc-alternative-budget/

