
 
 

March 20, 2013 

Dear Senator:  

The Council for Exceptional Children (CEC), the largest international professional organization 
dedicated to improving educational outcomes of children and youth with disabilities and/or gifts 
and talents, is writing to express our support for S.Con.Res. 8 and reject any substitutes or 
amendments that leave in place the harmful sequester cuts or that reduce funding for 
education programs 

CEC members serve on the frontline, working in schools with children and youth with 
disabilities and/or gifts and talents as special/gifted education teachers, administrators, higher 
education faculty, and researchers. School districts across the nation depend on a healthy federal 
investment to implement the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), which provides 
over 6 million children and youth with disabilities special education and early intervention 
services from birth through young adulthood.  Additionally, IDEA provides critical resources to 
support the infrastructure of special education at the state and local levels.  

This Budget, as reported by the Senate Budget Committee, invests in our nation's future through 
critical investments in education from birth to college. It replaces the harmful sequester cuts with 
a balanced deficit reduction package and provides $20 billion for school building 
modernization. It provides strong support for early childhood education (such as Head Start and 
preschool programs), elementary and secondary education (such as Title I and IDEA), career and 
technical education and vital university research. It supports increases in the Pell grant maximum 
award (and fully funds current shortfalls) and prevents interest rates on subsidized student loans 
from doubling.  

Sequestration has already slashed Department of Education non-Pell grant discretionary funding 
below the FY 2004 level. Critical programs have been slashed including Title I aid to high-
poverty schools; IDEA funds for special education and students with disabilities; Impact Aid; 
teacher quality grants; after-school grants; charter and magnet school aid; English Language 
Acquisition grants; career, technical and adult education; campus-based student aid; aid to 
minority-serving institutions; TRIO and GEAR UP. Institutions of higher education have also 
been hit hard by cuts to vital research programs, including NIH (-$1.55 billion) and NSF (-$361 
million). 

These sequester cuts are on top of significant harmful cuts to education in the last Congress. The 
final FY 2011 Continuing Resolution (CR) cut education programs (exclusive of changes to Pell 
grants) by an aggregate $1.25 billion with more than three dozen education programs eliminated 



 
and another four dozen cut. The FY 2012 omnibus appropriations bill cut Education Department 
funding by another $233 million.  Since FY 2010 funding for over 50 education programs has 
been terminated.  

We urge the Senate to adopt S.Con.Res. 8 and reject any substitutes or amendments that 
leave in place the harmful sequester cuts or that reduce funding for education programs.   

Sincerely, 

 

Deborah A. Ziegler 

Associate Executive Director 

 Policy and Advocacy Services 

Council for Exceptional Children 

 

 


