
 

 
The Honorable Tom Harkin  
Chairman, Appropriations Subcommittee on Labor, Health and  
 Human Services, Education and Related Agencies  
731 Senate Hart Office Building  
Washington, D.C., 20510  
 
Dear Chairman Harkin:  
 
As you prepare to mark up the Fiscal Year 2013 Labor, Health and Human Services, Education  
and Related Agencies (Labor-HHS) appropriations bill next week, the Council for Exceptional 
Children, (CEC) urges the Subcommittee to make and maintain needed investments in education. 
Specifically, we urge you to provide adequate funding for all parts of the Individuals with 
Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), for the Jacob K. Javits Gifted and Talented Students 
Act, and for special education research, specifically the National Center on Special 
Education Research. 
 
The Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) is the largest international professional organization 
dedicated to improving the educational achievement of children and youth with disabilities and/or 
gifts and talents. While we recognize the severe budget constraints under which the 
Subcommittee is operating this year and the difficult decisions you face, we believe that these 
essential programs deliver considerable return on investment and we urge the Subcommittee to 
increase their funding. 
 
Special Education 
IDEA Part B, Grants to States ages 3-21 
 
Approximately 6.6 million students with disabilities are served every day by our nation’s schools 
and most receive services under the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).  Over the 
last few years, funding for Part B of IDEA, the program serving the most students with 
disabilities nationwide, has decreased from 17.2% to 15.8%1.  Furthermore, once sequestration 
occurs, estimates indicate IDEA funding will fall much lower to 14.5% − its lowest level since 
2001.   
 
A May 2012 CEC survey2, conducted with our division, the Council for Administrators in Special 
Education (CASE), demonstrated that the poor economy continues to lower the availability of 
services and technology that students with disabilities receive. Importantly, over 95% of 

                                                 
1 These percentages are measured against what is known as the IDEA full funding amount, or 40% of the average per 
pupil expenditure. When Congress originally passed IDEA in 1975, it promised the federal government would pay 
40% of the excess cost of providing special education and related services. To date, the federal government has never 
met this commitment, meaning states and local communities must pay its portion. 
2 See the Attached CEC/CASE May 2012 Survey data. 



respondents agreed that when sequestration occurs their district will impose either layoffs 
or a hiring freeze.  Our May 2012 CEC/CASE Survey also confirmed findings from an earlier 
survey that  demonstrated: 
 

- 85% of respondents state there is – or is anticipated in the near 
future – an increased strain on the availability of services for students 
with disabilities, meaning that the poor economy is making it increasingly 
difficult to provide services and supports to students with disabilities. 
 
- 89% of respondents report funding cuts for the purchase of 
resources, such as technology, as having already occurred or anticipated in 
the near future in their school district. 

  
- 86% of respondents report increase in caseload of special education 
students, as having already occurred or anticipated in the near future in 
their school district. 

 
As this survey proves, special education has not escaped the fiscal realities of the current 
economy.  Thus, increasing funding for IDEA Part B Grants to School Age Children is essential 
to providing a solid foundation of support for students with disabilities and to ensure more 
educator jobs are not lost.  To address this immediate and growing need, we urge you to increase 
funding for this important program and to find a sustainable solution that avoids sequestration. 
 
IDEA Part B Section 619, ages 3-5 and Part C Infants and Toddlers, ages 0-2 
 
First, we want to thank you for your continued commitment to funding IDEA Part C programs. 
Thanks to your efforts over the last few years we have seen increased attention in this area from 
the public and the administration and small, but important and needed, increases have occurred. 
Unfortunately, more is needed. In many states, families applying for assistance under the Part C 
Program must pay for services and may experience long delays.  Allowing these precious years to 
pass without intervention only increases the costs of special education during the PK-12 years. 
Increased investments in early childhood programs under IDEA will help ensure that young 
children with disabilities and their families have the supports and services they need to be 
successful during this critical time.  We urge you to speak out and support this issue again. 
 
We  also urge you to increase funding for young children with disabilities through IDEA 
Preschool Grants Program (Part B, Section 619) serving ages 3-5,.  Enrollment in these programs 
has increased substantially over the last 2 decades and yet funding has remained the same. For 
example, over the last two decades, the enrollment of preschool children in Section 619 has 
increased by 60% or 420,000 and yet funding has only increased by 25%.  Here also the research 
could not be stronger that providing early services pays dividends over the long term. This is the 
right type of investment for our future and we urge you to support this program. 
 
IDEA Part D  
 
The IDEA Part D support programs provide critical infrastructure, training, research, and 
development functions necessary to drive improvements in all aspects of special education 
practice. The Support Programs provide funds for professional development, technical assistance, 
and dissemination of knowledge about promising practices to improve results for children with 



disabilities. These programs also provide much needed federal money to support the parent 
information centers, which help countless families across the nation. IDEA Part D provides seed 
money for technology and related resources the field needs to provide 21st century skills. CEC 
believes that the Part D Support Programs should receive a total annual appropriation based upon 
a percentage of the overall federal annual appropriation for the IDEA Part B Grants to States, 
Section 619, and Part C Programs, and we urge the Department to request increases in the funding 
for this important area. 
 
Special Education Research  
 
CEC also encourages you to increase funding for special education research. As you are aware, 
the National Center for Special Education Research within the Institute of Education Sciences 
suffered a 30% or $20 million cut in funding in Fiscal Year 2011.  Subsequently, NCSER funding 
has remained at approximately $50 million. Without an increase in funding, there will be a 
reduction of future research initiatives.  At a minimum, funding for NCSER should be restored to 
$71 million, its FY 2010 level.  
 
The Federal government’s investment in high-quality special education research has provided 
educators and families with a wide range of specialized programs, tools, strategies, and 
techniques to enhance the academic and developmental outcomes for children and youth with 
disabilities.  In fact, NCSER research had development has extended well beyond students with 
disabilities.  Positive behavioral interventions and supports – which was developed from special 
education research – is now implemented on a school-wide basis in 40 states and over 10,000 
schools.   
 
There is widespread agreement among educators and parents that additional evidence-based 
practices, based on sound scientific research, are required to better understand how to educate and 
assess children and youth with disabilities effectively.  Restoring NCSER funding to $71 million 
is a significant positive step but an increased investment is needed to truly address the needs of 
the field.  
 
Gifted Education 
 
Although there has been a substantial focus on closing the achievement gap at lower levels of 
performance, little attention has been given to the growing excellence gap, the difference between 
disadvantaged students and their more advantaged peers at the top levels of achievement. Recent 
research by Indiana University which analyzed data derived from the National Assessment for 
Educational Progress (NAEP) and state assessments demonstrates the existence of the excellence 
gap which will take up to a century to close among various subgroups.  
 
Currently, the Jacob K. Javits Gifted and Talented Students Education Act is the sole federal 
program dedicated to addressing the unique academic needs of America’s three million students 
with gifts and talents.  Over its twenty year existence, the Javits Act has developed tools used by 
teachers, administrators, and parents to ensure better identification and delivery of services to 
students with gifts and talents, with a concentration on students who are traditionally 
underrepresented in gifted education (i.e. students from low socioeconomic backgrounds, students 
with disabilities, and English language learners).   
 



CEC encourages you to fund the Javits Act at $20 million for FY 2013.  Currently, the federal 
government is not investing any funding to directly support this student population. .  An 
investment in the Javits Act would help teachers, school leaders and parents better understand 
how to identify and serve students with gifts and talents from underrepresented populations. Our 
nation must do more – not less – to support the academic success of students with gifts and 
talents.   
 
CEC’s members, like all Americans, have been greatly impacted by the recent financial crisis and 
decreasing state revenues. Now is the time for increased investment in programs that help 
students with disabilities and those with gifts and talents and produce and support jobs of the 
professionals who work on their behalf. We urge you to include substantial investments in 
services and supports for students with disabilities and those with gifts and talents in FY 
2013. We look forward to working with you in the coming months to ensure our schools are well 
outfitted to meet the needs of all students. 
 
If you have any questions or concerns about funding for students with disabilities, please feel free 
to contact Lindsay Jones, Senior Director for Policy and Advocacy at lindsayj@cec.sped.org, 
about students with gifts and talents or special education research, Kim Hymes, Director for 
Policy and Advocacy at kimh@cec.sped.org or about either issue, contact me directly at 703-264-
9406. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
Deborah A. Ziegler 
Associate Executive Director 
Policy and Advocacy Services 
Council for Exceptional Children 

 
 
 


