
 
 

March 13, 2013 

Dear Senator:  

The Council for Exceptional Children (CEC), the largest international professional organization dedicated 

to improving educational outcomes of children and youth with disabilities and/or gifts and talents, is 

writing to urge you to support Senator Harkin’s amendment to HR 933 (Department of Defense, Military 

Construction and Veterans Affairs, and Full-Year Continuing Appropriations Act, 2013) and voice our 

continued opposition to the severe cuts imposed by sequestration.   

CEC members serve on the frontline, working in schools with children and youth with disabilities and/or 

gifts and talents as special/gifted education teachers, administrators, higher education faculty, and 

researchers. School districts across the nation depend on a healthy federal investment to implement the 

Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), which provides over 6 million children and youth 

with disabilities special education and early intervention services from birth through young adulthood.  

Additionally, IDEA provides critical resources to support the infrastructure of special education at the 

state and local levels.  

CEC remains deeply disappointed that neither the House-passed bill, nor the Mikulski-Shelby substitute 

eliminates, replaces or reduces the sequester cuts that took effect on March 1, and thus we are unable to 

support the CR and the substitute.  Sequestration will result in approximately $700 million cut from 

special education programs which children and youth with disabilities rely on to receive a free appropriate 

education, as is legally mandated by the Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA).  

CEC supports the amendment to be offered by Senator Harkin, which would provide a full-year 

appropriations bill for Labor-HHS-Education, as opposed to simply freezing funding for all programs at 

their FY 12 levels as in the Mikulski-Shelby substitute. 

Senator Harkin’s amendment recognizes that sequestration will greatly impede educators’ ability to 

provide the appropriate services children are entitled to, by law, under IDEA by proposing a $125 million 

increase for IDEA’s grants to states program for school aged children (Part B) and $9 million increase for 

IDEA’s infants and toddlers with disabilities program.  Indeed, estimates indicate that, as a result of 

sequestration, thousands of special educators will receive layoffs and schools will struggle to maintain 

services for children and youth with disabilities. Senator Harkin’s amendment seeks to mitigate the 

dramatic negative impact sequestration will have on young children with disabilities and their families, 

students, schools, and communities across the country.  However, even with the adoption of the Harkin 

amendment, funding for education programs will still be cut by over $2 billion by the sequester.  

While CEC supports Senator Harkin’s amendment, we remain concerned that it includes a .127% across–

the-board cut to other education programs, and a $2 million decrease to IDEA’s personnel preparation 

program. Today, more than ever, children and youth with disabilities are served in the general education 

classroom. CEC opposes any cuts to any federal education programs because of the negative impact on all 



 
children. In this fiscal environment, schools and programs are finding it more difficult the meet the needs 

of all children and youth. Thus, while we recognize this amendment is a compromise, CEC remains 

steadfast in its call on Congress to fully fund all parts of IDEA and to increase investment in education. 

Our nation and its children deserve it.  

Solving our nation’s fiscal situation and reducing the debt can’t and won’t happen simply by squeezing 

education and other nondefense discretionary spending. We urge Congress to replace the sequester with a 

balanced approach to deficit reduction which protects education and nondefense discretionary programs 

from further cuts.  We also urge support for the Harkin amendment.   

Sincerely, 

 

Deborah A. Ziegler 

Associate Executive Director 

 Policy and Advocacy Services 

Council for Exceptional Children 

 

 


