
The White House  

November 17, 2015 

9:30–11:00 a.m., EST 

Please share in this exciting White House event where Secretary of Education 

Arne Duncan, Delegated Deputy Secretary John King, OSERS Assistant Secretary 

Michael Yudin, and OSERS’ Office of Special Education Programs Director 

Melody Musgrove join the stage with youth impacted by IDEA, experts who will speak 

about the history and progress of IDEA, and families and teachers from the field who 

will provide their unique perspectives and celebrate this landmark legislation.  

Please watch the White House event broadcast live: 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/live 

U.S. Department of Education 

November 17, 2015 

3:00–4:30 p.m., EST 

The IDEA 40th Anniversary celebrations continue in the afternoon at the 

Department’s Barnard Auditorium with an IDEA Symposium where a panel of 

distinguished researchers share the state of evidence in special education and look 

towards the future for promoting even greater educational achievement by students 

with disabilities. Tune in live to the IDEA Symposium to view an inspiring slate of 

panelists including:  Sharon Vaughn, Lynn Fuchs, Rob Horner, Lise Fox, Michael 

Wehmeyer, Lisa Dieker and David Test. 

Please watch the IDEA Symposium broadcast live via EDstream: 

http://edstream.ed.gov/webcast/Play/5948bd4d0065424d8a04c2cdd61745d31d 

These two events will celebrate our past successes, but primarily focus on the future 

to ensure that infants, toddlers and youths with disabilities will continue to receive a 

free and appropriate public education that prepares them for their future. We 

encourage you to participate in the celebration by hosting opportunities for groups to 

watch the presentations and have discussions.  Consider, holding your own local 

panel of youth, parents, teachers and other IDEA stakeholders; hosting a watch party 

in concert with a university class; or encouraging your school faculty to watch and 

engage in conversations about the history, impact and future of this legislation. 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/live
http://edstream.ed.gov/webcast/Play/5948bd4d0065424d8a04c2cdd61745d31d


Submit Your Story  

As part of our celebration of 40 years of the IDEA, we also want to hear from 

individuals with disabilities—especially children and youth with disabilities—parents, 

teachers, researchers and all other IDEA stakeholders about the personal impact this 

law has had on them. 

 How has IDEA made a difference to you? 

 What does inclusion, equity, and opportunity now look like for you? 

Submit your art, photographs and stories by November 10, 2015 to our IDEA 40th 

Anniversary Web site [www.osep-meeting.org/ideaanniversary] for possible use for 

upcoming events in Washington, D.C. celebrating the 40th Anniversary of IDEA. 

Follow us on Twitter: 

@ED_Sped_Rehab 
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