
 
 

September 14, 2011 

The Honorable George Miller 
Ranking Member, Committee on Education and the Workforce     
U.S. House of Representatives 
2205 Rayburn House Office Building 
Washington D.C., 20515 
 

Dear Ranking Member Miller:         

On behalf of the almost seven million children and youth with disabilities and the professionals who serve them, 
the Council for Exceptional Children (CEC) writes to thank you for your comments at the Committee on 
Education and the Workforce’s Hearing, Education Reform: Examining the Federal Role in Public School 
Accountability.  We appreciate the time you took, especially at the end, to highlight the achievement of children 
and youth with disabilities and the important role of the federal government in ensuring equity. Your remarks help 
to reaffirm a national commitment to maintaining high expectations for a student population that has been plagued 
by discrimination.    

While there are aspects of No Child Left Behind which need revision, CEC believes it is essential to continue to 
disaggregate data by subgroup, ensure that all students are included in accountability systems in a meaningful 
way, and maintain high standards for all of our nation’s students. Today, students with disabilities learn alongside 
their general education peers, making academic progress previously thought of as impossible. Indeed, ninety-five 
percent of students with disabilities attend a neighborhood school, and almost two-thirds of those spend at least 80 
percent of their day in the general school environment.  Furthermore, nearly six out of ten students with 
disabilities graduate high school with a regular diploma - twice the percentage of 25 years ago. Much of this 
progress is due to the vision and leadership of yourself and your colleagues.  

Thank you again for your steadfast leadership on behalf of students with disabilities.   We look forward to 
working with you in the coming months to ensure our nation’s schools are well suited prepared and resourced to 
meet the needs of all students, including those with disabilities. 

Sincerely, 

 

Deborah A. Ziegler 
Associate Executive Director 
Policy and Advocacy Services 
Council for Exceptional Children 
 



 
 


